Rescue work hindered
by wild dogs, weather

 Awash in ru!es owners
of shanty houseboats
ordered to shove off

Wesley helps Trojans
advance in Sun Belt;
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In the news

B lake “Body by lake” Steinfeld,
whose Los Angeles-based fitness
shows are aired on cable TV and
who gave $100,000 to the Demo-
cratic National Committee’s cam-
ign fund last fall, met with offi-
at the Department of Health
and Human Services in Washing-
ton last week to discuss his
prospects of heading the Presi-
dent's Council on Physical Fitness
and Athfetics, but a White House
spokesman said no final recom-
mendations have been made.
B Michael LaSane, 17, a carjacker
who pleaded guilty to murder af-
ter prosecutors plaved a tape that
45-year-old Kathleen Weinstein se-
cretly recorded during her final
plea-filled minutes after she was
robbed and suffocated in March
1998, was sentenced in Toms Riv-
er, NJ., to life in prison.
I Wanda Hollowary, 42, the so-called
“Cheerleader Mom,” his been
freed from prison after serving six
months of a 10-year term for trving

to hire a hit man to kill the mother |

of her daughter's cheerleading ni-
val, and Judge Georze Godwin,

who said she would not benefit | [

from more prison time. ordered
her to perferm 1,000 holirs of com-
munity service.

B Gerry Adams, leader of Sinn
Fein. the political organization
allied with the Irish Republican
Army, is not expected to apply for
avisa to attend a St. Patrick’s Day
affar at the White House on
March 17, but no decision has
been made to deny him one if he

does, State Department spokes: .
man Nicholas Burns said in re- |

sponse to a report that Adams
would be rejected.

[l Roe Messner, 61, the second hus-
band of Tammy Faye Messner —
the ex-wife of PTL evangelist Jim
Bakker — and butlder of the Her-
itage USA religious theme park
for Bakker, lost his bid before the
10th U.S. Cireuit Court of Appeals

ta overturn his 1995 conviction on |

two counts of concealing assets
from creditors and three counts of
makong fulse statements about his
bankruptcy case.

1 Cragz Hardaway, 18. 2 member of |
the Black Insciples gang who

pumped three bullets into 11.year- |
old Robert “Yummy" Sandifer in
August 1994 to keep hum from talk
ing to police about a gang kil!ing
was convicted 1n Chicago of first-

degree murder and faces up to 100 ;
vears In prison when he is sen- |

tenced Apnl 1, and his brother,
Derrick Hardaway, 16, was sen-
tenced o 45 years in the slaying.

[ Suresh “Sam” Kumar, 1 Nashville,
Tenn., Howard Johnson hotel own-
er.who prusecutors said could not
afford costly renovations (o retain
the franchise, and maintenance
worker Joe Logan Sr. were con-
victed of conspiracy and arson for |
setting the Jan. 6, 1996, hotel fire
that killed four guests and injured
16.

M Kate Dnmy, a spokesman for
Sotheby's auction house in New
Yark City, said an unidentified pri-
vate collector paid a record

$453 000 for an original poster of |

the 1942 Boris Karioff classic fihm
“The Mummy~ — only two are
known to exist — spending more
than twice the previous high mark
for-a movie poster,

WEATHER

Litthe Rock A iontd boucdary wil swoep
T, mf A the stale taking

ooy SOWRETS Bre oSS

gﬂ.;'- il oanty. ofhoresn,  mostly

%M cxrly ard cooler Highs

0 e M e Dncraasng couds vl
chilly gt Lowet in e rredeie:
High Prisftas 10
| Movios £
Pumpectve u
Spurts 18
| Stpe 1€
Traval i
ey L1
Wt

mgh ol he ran wih 8. A |

O

AKBANSAN i VLl RAT-GASE TR
Thomas Bunton waited Satur-
! day with dozens of other fornado
| vietims at Southwest Hospital
| while his 16-year-old daughter was
. treated in the emergency room.
|  As Crissy Bunton and her
i boyfriend drove up the road in the
' middle of the storm, a tree fell on
] their truck.
|

“1 don't know how she is. He is
dead.” Bunton said.

*I'm just happy 1 got my little
girl tn the bathtub,” he said.

PERALAN TR AN BT VR

A tomado ripped through
| Saline and Pulaskr counties on

i Saturday aflernoon, killing at least
i 14 people and injuring dozens in
i its path. Severe thunderstorms
also devastated several neighbor-
hnods.

The twister wiped out a mobile
home park on Sardis Road in rural
| Saline County, killing at least nine
peoplc spokesman fnr(}ov Mike

For Huckabee
the day starts,
' ends in dark

BY JAKE SANDLIN

EREANLAY DR BA L GAZTITT

It's midafternoon Tuesday
in the governor's office, the
most difficult time of day for
Gov. Mike Huckabee, a time
when he feels & need to
stretrh and find new vigor
The man sleeps only 4 172
hours a night

It's nof juny oNer the day's

b higgesy lnuve hombshell
I exploded. Forty minutes ear-
. lier, the Arkansas Senate

i shocked sbortion ban sup-
porters by substantially revis.
ing a bill banming partial-
birth abortions

Hugkabee was grim-faced
ar he got the news i his sec-
ard-finar offee or the Capi-
tal's Agrth end. The Senafe
chambar is o the third floor's
setith end He glanced down,
folded his grms scross his

chast. It ll : bill Huckabeﬂ
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- Capitol rivals share pohtlcal smgle-mmdedness

in a race for governor,
r of the House, and here’s a look at a day in their lives.

LITTLE ROCK, MARCH 2, 1997

Arkansas falls to LSU

Lisa Bunton, 4, was all right but
shaken up after a tornado devas-
tated Bennett Acres Trailer Park
in Southwest Little Rock. Thomas
Bunton and a neighbor had put
Lisa on an old bed and carried her
out to the road because ambu-
lances couldn't get into the park.

Ambulances had trouble reach-
ing victims through the wreckage
all over Pulaski County after Sat-
urday’'s tornadocs. But by 6 p.m.
the injured were pouring into area

Seo INJURIES, Page 14A

Twister tears through two

Huckabee said Saturday night.

A few miles north, Pulaski
County sherill's deputies con-
firmed three deaths in the College
Station area. Two people died
elsewhere in the county f{rom
storm-related injuries.

A tornado warning was issued
for Pulaski County at 335 p.m,
shortly after Pulaski County sher-
if's deputies reported a tornado
on the ground in Saline Cmmn be

7t .
Askansas Democrat Gazene/ BENJAMIN KRAIN

Ronnie Pate surveys damage around Vinson Road. His Pulaski County home was spared, but hundreds of his neighbors were left homeless Saturday.

“The whole house just
disintegrated around us’

Adaneas Domaocrat-Gareta THIRIS JOMNSON

A car sits on a rack amid the debris of an auto repair shop in Arkadelphia after a
tornado swept through downtown Saturday. Four people were killed in or near the
city Statewide, dozens of buikdings were destroyed and at least 20 people died

mobile home parks

tween Benton and Sheridan.

Ray Briggler of the state Office
of Emergency Services said calls
about a tornado began coming in
4t 3 p.m. from Clark County, with
repoits of major damage and in-
juries in downtown Arkadelphia.
Huckabee declared a state of
emergency in Clark, Pulaski and
Saline counties. Arkansas Nation
al Guard troops were dispatched
to help mlh rescue nnd (Ieanup

They may face off sort
but now Mike Huckabee is governor, Bobby Hogue is
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In storm-stricken areas, rescue
crews and ambulances immediate-
ly ran into problems trying to reach
the injured because of downed
trees and power lines. Bulldozers
and firefighters with chain saws
worked to clear the roads so the in-
jured could be moved. |

Hospital officials said injuries
from the disaster caused a blond
shortage, Leslie Welch, spokesman

See UITI.E RDCK. Paga 14A
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dea as storms rip state
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Tornadoes
leave ruins
in wake

ARKANSAS DE MHCRAT-GAZETTE

Tornadoes cut a deadly swath
through Arkansas on Saturday,
killing at least 20 people.

The state Office of Emergency
Services reported five dead in Pu-
laski County, four in Clark County,
two in Jackson County and nine in
Saline County, More than 200 peo-
ple were reported injured.

Gov. Mike Huckabee declared a
state of emergency in Clark, Saline
and Pulaski counties as rescue work-
ers combed through twisted debris
of destroyed homes and businesses.
The Arkansas National Guard was
sent to the areas and will impose
curfews to discourage looting.

Morrie Goodman, director of
communications for the Federal
Emergency Management Adminis-
tration, said FEMA Director
James Lee Witt had spoken Satur-

i - day with Huckabee and President

Clinton. Damage estimate teams
are cn route to Arkansas, and Witt
and other FEMA officials could be
in Arkansas today.

“Governor Huckabee has not
yet requested federal aid, but we
expect that to happen,” Goodman
said. Clinton, in New York, urged
Witt to “do everything possible for
Arkansas,” Goodman said.

The fast-moving storm roared up
Interstate 30 through Arkadelphia
in Southwest Arkansas about 3 p.m,,
then smashed through an estimated
30 mobile homes on Sardis Road in
north Saline County.

It then moved up US. 67167
through Little Rock. Meanwhile,
storms cut devastating paths
through Searcy, Denmari, Newport,
Campbell Station, Marmaduke and
parts of Lonoke County.

In Arkadelphia, where the tor-
nado cut a path about a quarter-
mile wide through the city, early

See STATE, Page 15A

Special report

PICTURES of Saturday’s storm
damage. Page 13A.

LIST of emergency phone numbers.
Page 14A.

MAPS of storms’ paths in Little Rock,
Atadoiphia. Pages 14A, 15A
LIST of state’s worst storms. Page
15A

THE SCENE a Little Rock's
Southwest Hospital. Page 15A.

STORMS KILL saven elsawhore in
nation. Page 15A

Hogue wants
speaker’s door
open,to more

HY ELIZABETH CALDWELL
ARKANSAS DEMOCEATCAZETIY

‘The day s drab, and it begins
with a glitch. In his starched,
white shirt and gray sus-

nders, slender Bobby Hogue
eans over his secrelary’s empty
chalr and fiddles with papers,
Where is the day's committes
schedule? He can't find it

It's 7.30 am. Tuesday. The
speaker of the Arkansas Houae
of Representatives is alone,
The chamber is quiet. The staly
work area is empty exeept for
Hogue. No sergoants-at-arms {n
bright searlet jackets have ag
sumed thelr posts at doorways
to screen visitors outtide the
House offices on the third floor
at the north end of the state
Capitol,

Hogue has agresd to altow
the Arkanss Democrat-Gasette

to chronicle his day.
After shufMi TE PEPErS,
Sae Page D1A



