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Simmons ruled competent to decide fate

By Cary Bradburn

GAZETTE STAFF

tenced to die. He also is charged with killing Mlm"wwuvel\th

umumm—»hmmm

Ronald Gene Simmons is competent to uledwbemedl’ebG

decide if he wants to die, a federal judge

ruled Thursday.

us. DMrlctJnduG Thomas Eisele said
that Simmons “ to commit murder in
the first place. lfheu:wdeddutomﬂu

child she

court in Washington seeking his
reinstatement. .
@ Judge Lewis Lauve of Alexan-

five years. The judge told

Eaglin, 21, that he cannot leave his
home except for employment or
other necessary trips.

@ Leona Helmsley, 67, owner of a
chain of luxury hotels, lost in New
Yorik another bid to toss out her
indictment on federal charges of
conspiracy, extortion, tax fraud
-ndlnﬂurewpaylemﬂhonin

llwwmmwluke
as convicted in

Simmons, 48,
ldlliumlhluellvlllepeopleudwnu

the law will

May of

a year ago and is sched-

Asserts desire to die

He has said repeatedly that he wants to
die and doesn’t want to appeal the death

penalty.
His execution was postponed after a third
p-nyinﬂnme,achumhmup,.mled.
But Eisele said Thursday in a
ruling that “‘evidence all polnu wward

'Theoounﬂndlthatllr Simmons has the
to his

and to

make a rational choice with respect to aban-
further

doning litigation,
that he is not suffering” from mental dis-
ease or defect, Eisele said.

A spokesman for the church group was

, and further finds

for T
Eisele noted, however, that Simmons had

not

in Springfield, Mo., and that psychiatrists

lud been unable to form a conclusive opin-
on Simmons®

competency.
mmnppolnud.lohnmn.lr aLittle
Rock lawyer, wm"thetnnscﬁpto{
Simmons’ trial in May and determine if any
grounds exist to appeal.
(hcompkﬁnghumlew,lhllwlllupoﬁ
to the court and confer with Simmons. A

be with Simmons

hearing will then held
present, and he will “‘be given the opportu-
nity to make a knowing

(See SIMMONS on Page 4A.)
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AaewatEakerMForeeBase Mid\suvhedmewls works on a B-52 Thursday.

86 bases
on hit lis

KNIGHT NEWS SERVICE
WASHINGTON — A special
presidential pulel Thund;y rec-

tary installations an
smaller sites, at a snvin; of $700
million a year.

The recommendatim, assem-

May, are likely to be approved by
the P and Ce by

Arkansas
is spared
from cuts

April and lud t0 shutdovens start.

ing in 1990.
In all, Mbasu office and hous-

grow as they pick up missions and
from the

bases. Five other facilities would

be reduced in size.

The targets range from huge air
bases employing thousands of uni-
formed and civilian workers on
both coasts to tiny, moribund Nike
defensive missile sites, as well as

income taxes. , who also
faces state chargu, was ordered to
face trial April 24.
® Phyllis Oﬁlly State Depart-
ment

‘Washington that authonm have
a “pretty good” chance at deter-
mining who bombed Pan Am Flight
103 and that terrorists were be-

Charities, juvenile center
to receive use tax refunds

hind the plot, there is no m

evidence linking the Dec. 21 crash By Adam Weintraub

atlL to any per- | GAZETTE STAFF

son or group. ‘Chancellor Judith Rogers has or-
@ Victor , 36, and his wife | dered that the first $700,000 of

, 34, of Palo Alto, Calif.,
pleaded innocent to charges they
taught their 17-year-old daughter
Stephanie to use cocaine, including
its highly addictive form called
crack. The girl told authorities her
father showed her how to cook
powdered cocaine and smoke it in
a pipe.

@ Mayor Marion Barry of Washing-
ton, D.C., saying he has been
“tried, convicted and sentenced”
by the media, denied using drugs
after his repeated visits last week
to a former city employee targeted
by police in a drug investigation.
The police discovered traces of
cocaine in a ninth-floor room of the
downtown Ramada Inn where
Barry visited former city person-
nel worker Charles Lewis at least
six times.

Give us a call

Do you havea 'ICWS story or a

unrefunded illegally collected Pu-
laski County use taxes go to chari-
table organizations.

Also, any money above that
amount will help pay for a pro-
posed county juvenile center.

In all, 42 groups and agencies
wer¢ listed to receive awards from
$5,000 to $50,000, or a propor-

tional share if the unclaimed sum
is less than $700,000.

Plans to appeal

The City of Little Rock plans to
appeal the order. The city had
asked that Rogers step down from
the case. Little Rock also wanted
unclaimed tax money be returned
to the cities that would have re-
ceived the tax revenue.

The state Supreme Court ruled in
1986 that the 1 percent tax on
articles purchased outside the

state for use in the county was
never properly approved, and
should be returned. Voters ap-
proved a countywide sales tax in
1982, but the use tax that was
supposed to go with it wasn’t on
the ballot, the court found.
About $9 million in use taxes
paid and interest is in the account
to be refunded, but trustees expect
that around half of it will go un-
claimed because it was paid by

(See REFUNDS on Page 6A.)

Bowl blues:
Tickets
for sale

By Phoebe Wall
GAZETTE STAFF
Long-time Hog fan David Har-
kness of North Little Rock can’t go
to the Cotton Bowl after all.
Although his girlfriend gave him

Give us a call today ut
371-3788 from 9 a.m. to mid-
night.

tickets for Christmas, he was fired
from his job in mid-December and
now they can’t afford to make the
trip.
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Duily Record 3C Weather 2A
Editoriels 6-7B Weekend IF.

A Gannett Newspaper

pers confirm that Harkness is not
alone in having to sell bowl tickets.
Interviews found that many were
reluctantly abandoning the Razor-

backs.

Harkness sold his two tickets to
a father and son from Jomesboro.

“When they came over to the
house, the little boy thanked me
twice and [ said. ‘Just catch a
football!,” * Harkness said. 1
wished | could’ve went.”

it took Sandy York of Sherwood

(See TICKETS on Page 5A.)
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plants, depots and the
military’s map-making headquar-
ters. About 13,000 military jobs
and 8,000 civilian jobs will be lost.

Norton is largest

California’s Norton Air Force
Base, 59 miles east of Los Angeles,
which employs 4,520 military per-
sonnel and 2,133 civilians, is the
largest base earmarked for closing.

The Air Force would lose five
mqpor bases — the most of any
service. The Navy would lose the
least.

Commission chairmen David Ed-
wards and Abraham Ribicoff said
in their 88-page report, ““The com-’
mission’s will

By Step! Steed
and Maria Henson
GAZETTE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Eaker Air
Force Base in Blytheville
would expand rather than
close under a recommendati
'I;:' a special commission Thurs-

Y.

All Arkansas military bases
and installations were ex-
cluded from a list of facilities
proposed by the commission
for closure. Moreover, to top
the welcome news to Arkansas
communities with military
bases, the commission pro-
posed adding 16 military em-

(See EAKER on Page 4A.)

congressional Armed Services
committees. Georgia, the home
state of Democrat Sen. Sam Nunn,
chairman of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, stands to lose
Jjust 21 jobs under the plan. Wis-
consin, the home state of Democrat
Rep. Les Aspin, chairman of the
House Armed Services Committee,
will lose none.

Aspin called on his colleagues to
approve the llst, noting its pain
equally

not degrade military effectiveness,
and in most cases will improve it.”

The commission’s list drew
praise from the chairmen of the

by both geography and political
party — 12 Democratic and 14

(See BASES on Page 4A.)

‘Semi-active’ status

urged for

‘GAZETTE PRESS SERVICES
FORT DIX, N.J. — From the
famed Dough Boys of World War I
to the draftees who fought reluc-
tantly in the Vietnam War, Fort
Dix has been the training ground
for millions of American soldiers.
But, with the recommendation of
a presidential commission Thurs-
day. the 71-year-old Army basc
could be placed on “semi-active™
status, becoming largely a facility
for the weckend warriors of the
National Guard and reserve units.
The cutback might be a disap-
pointment to some nostalgic veter-
ans, but is a potential economic
gisaster for southern New Jersey
and for the thousands of civilians
employed at the base. the second-
largest basic training faci
the Army after Fort Jackson, S.C.
kw:al officials say.
“Fort Dix necds the nation to

spond,” said Vince Pesini, presi-
dent of the American Federation
of Government Employces Local
1999, a union representing 3.000
civilian workers on the base.
“'We've received awards for turn-
ing out the best-trained soldiers in

Fort Dix

the Army. When you have a track
record like that, I think you have
to take a long, hard look.”

Fort Dix opened in 1917 as Camp
Dix, a training area for World War
I troops and named for Maj. Gen.
John Adams Dix, a 19th century
U.S. senator and governor of New
York who went on to become U.S.
ambassador to France and sccre-
tary of the treasury.

After training thousands of
troops for World War [, the camp
became a reception center for hun-
dreds of thousands of ren drafted
for World War 11 under the Seclec-
tive Service Act of 1939.

The men were assembled at the
Burlington County base. trained,
then shipped to Europe aboard
transports sailing out of New York
and Philadelphia.

After the war, the reception cen-
ter became a separation center for
millions of men returning from
overseas. returning 1.2 mitlion sol-
diers to civilian life.

During the Vietnam War, the
base trained thousands more sol-
diers.




