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(Today’s In the News column
is devoted to comments on
the attempted assassination
of Presiden
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lanta saying that he and Mrs.

“mtheanmnman
prayer for the well- of all
those wounded and for their
families.”

Gerald R. Ford, the former presi-
dent, himself a target of two
assassination while in

omce, expressed at Tokyo

con-
tinue to “monitor the situa-
tion.”

Richard M. Nixon, the former
president, said at New York
that he and his wife Pat were
“praying” for President Rea-
y‘:‘;‘ recovery from a gunshot

day.”

tempt, but pointed out that the
incident occurred “in the
diction [Washington. D.C.)
which has most restrictive
handgun mtrol laws in the
United States.”

Representative Peter W. Rodino
(Dem., N.J.), chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee,
said that because of the shoot-
ing of President Reagan he
would push for a ban on “Sat-
urday Night Specials” and re-
quire more detailed

reporting|
of gun sales, add\ng “It is/

the violence that
terrorizes our city daily has
made one of its victims our
president in broad daylight in
the streets of our capital.”

gan, said at Los Angeles he was
“as shocked as anybody else to
hear the news” of the attenpt
on Mr. Reagan'’s life, recalling
that during the vres:deuml
campaign Mr. Reagan told

he almost always wore a !ml-
letproof

Jobn B. Anderson, the mdepant
ent candidate for
year, said at San Frucuco
that the au.lck on President|
Reagan was “cruel and vio-
lent,” adding, “To know that he
[Mr. Reagan] has been as-
saulted in man
ner has got to literally make
your blood run cold.”

John B. Comnally, the former
Texas governor who .was
wounded in the same shooting
in which President John F.
Kennedy was killed at Dallas
November 22, 1963, said at
Houston that he was shocked
and outraged at the. atumpt
President Reagan’s life

Ralph Nader, the consumer advo-
cate and one of the leading|
critics of President Reagan's
policies, said at Washington,
“The shooting was a horrid
criminal act” and shows the|
need for strict handgun control
laws.

Prime Minister Pierre Tradeau of
Canada sent a message to the
‘Whité House from Toronto de-
nouncing the “insane assault”
on President. Reagan and say-
ing, “My thoughts and prayers
are with Mr. and Mrs. Rea-
gan.”

Kurt Waldheim,
eral of the United Nations, ex-
pressed “shock and dismay,”
condemning as an “act of ter-
rorism™ the assassination at-
tempt on President Reagan.

President Anwar Sadat of
sent a message to the White
House wishing President Rea-
gan a “speedy recovery so that
you may resume the leadership
of your great and free coun-
try

Menachem Begin, the Israel
‘prime minister, said at Tel
Aviv that he was “shocked and
astonished” over the wounding
of President Reagan and said
he wished for “a

speedy recov-
ery for the leader of the tree| |
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From the Chicago Tribune, UPI and 4P
'WASHINGTON —

Haig Asserts;
Bush Returns

State Alexander M.

Haig
Jr, whnhstweeklmtmttoVﬁ!PrwdentGeorgemfor

shooting of President Rea
But'

White inShock’ =
Over Shoofings

Governor's Guard
Increased After Call

[From the Gozette Staff and the AP
Governor Frank White said
Monday that he was “in shock”
when he heard of the Washington
shootings and that they made him
more sensitive to security needs.
His office received a threaten-
ing telephum call shortly after
the shooting became known, and
security precautions for the gov-
ernor were increased.
Mr. White held a press confer-
ence at the Capitol, after return-
ing from a quail hunting trip to
Texas, to comment on what he
called “a horrible act” — the
shootings of President Reagan
and three other men standing
near him Monday afternoon at

The incident made him" more
aware that no matter what secu-
rity precautions were taken, there
'was “a lot of risk” in holding pub-

lif yic office, he said.

To Limit Publicity
Although Mr. White character-
ized his own security protection

some
tent where I go and what I'm

He indicated that the limita-
tions might include not

ing his weekly activities and
advance.
been en-

to take this
through the National Governors

Associ because of the in-

crease in terrorism.

Mr. White also said he had
worn a buiietproof vest as a secu-
rity precaution and would wear it
again.

Call Not Understood

ports of the shooting of Mr. Rea-
gan, Mr. White’s office received a

(See WHITE on Page 4A.)

hen the
available, deelxmd himself “in mnml" Monday folluwlng the

gan.

Bush returned to the White House late Monday and
took control of the government just as the president emerged
condition.

Spuklng to reporters at the
White House shortly after the as-
sassination attempt, Haig was
asked if crisis management would

be put into effect when Bush re-
turned from Texu, where the
vice had been forced to
cancel an address to the state leg-
islature and fly back.

Haig, who served as former
President Richard M. Nixon’s
chief of staff in the final days of
his pruide‘nty, answered, “The

mnxgemun is in effect.”

“Who is making the decisions?””

a reporter asked.

Wrong on Order

Haig replied, “Constitutionally,
gentlemen, you have the presi-
dent, the vice president, and the
secretary of State in that order.
And should the president decide
he wants to transfer the helm to
the vice president, he will do so.
He has not done that.

““As of now, I am in control
here in the White House, pending
return of the vice president and in
close touch with him. If some-
thing came up, I would check
with him, of course.’

However, the current statute on
presidential succession, enacted
July 18. 1917 calls for the succes-

dent, the spum
Representatives (Democrat
‘Thomas P. [Tip] O'Neill Jr. of
Massachusetts) and the

) president
pro tempore of the Senate (Re-
publican Strom Thurmond of
North Carol

ite.

From 1792 to 1886, the succes-
sion after the vice president was
the Senate president pro tem,
then the speaker, followed by a
new election. From 1886 to 1947,
it was changed to include the sec-
retary of State and‘on through the
cabinet.

Bush went to the White House
shonly after his arrival from

Majority
Wright of Texas said Bush told
him he found it “utterly incom-
prehensible that anybody could
work up sufficient malice against
President Reagan to want him

A few minutes after press re- |dead.

“I'd say he looks like he's in to-
tal control of himself,” Texas

vice presi-
of the House of §

(See BUSH on Page 4A)
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Agents (upper left) subdue suspect at scene of shooting.

Family Says Suspect Had
History of Psychiatric Care

Prom UPlLand AP .

John Warnock Hinckley Jr.,
25, the man accused of to
assassinate President Reagan,
has a history of psychiatric
care, his family confirmed Mon-
day night. Aciuaintances, mean-
while, described Hinckley as
quiet and friendly.

He was arrested last fall for
trying to board an airliner with
firearms at Naghville, Tenn.,
when former ident Jimmy
Carter was in town.

Hinckley, the son of conserva-

tive Republicans who live at af-
fluent Evergreen, Col., was
charged Monday with ammpt~
ing to assassinate the president
and with assault with intent lo
kill a police officer. Other
charges were pending.

A source close to the shooting
investigation said Hinckley had
been at Nashville a couple of
days before his arrest and was
heard to note that Mr. Reagan
had canceled a campaign ap-
pearance there scheduled for
October 7.

Secret Service spokesman
John Warner said the service
had no previous knowledge of
Hinckley before Monday’s shoot-
ing.

Jim Robinson, an attorney for
John Warnock Hinckley Sr.,
Hinckley's father, issued a state-
ment saying the younger Hinck-
ley “had been under psychiatric
care. However, the evaluations

(See SUSPECT on Page 4A.)

Reagan Shot, Seriously Wounded
At Washington; Doctors Report

Outlook ‘Excellent’ After Surgery

Press Secretary
‘Fighting for Life’
2 Officers Hurt

From The New York Times, the New York Deily News, Rnight News Service.

his condition was stable, his life was nevenndanmand the
outlook was “excellent.”

The would-be assassin also shot Press Secretary James
Brady, a Secret Service agent and a Washington police officer.
Brady was to be in “extremely critical” condition
and “fighting for his life”

suffering a bullet wound Y
in the head.

Authorities identified the
gunman who fired six shots at
the president and his -party as
John Warnock Hinckley Jr., a
25, of Evergreen, Col. He was s
wrestled to the ground and ar- i \ ]

\ a ¥
4

Near midnight, Hinckley
was led into a federal court-

faces a charge of assanlt with

intent to kill a policeman.
Roger Young, an FBI
spokesman at Washington,
A “nc prob-

according to the Secret Ser-
wvice.

Mr. Reagan, 70, had just
left the Hilton Hotel in down-
town Washington and was
walking to his car when six
shots rang out. His smile froze
in horrer. A Secret Service
agent pushed him into. the
presidential limousine, which
sped off, leaving Brady and
the two officers sprawled on
the sidewalk in the light rain.

. Brady, 40, was struck
above the right eye. Doctors ~ JOHN W. ““g;‘l‘-“m
performed a skull operation In Jauary 1961 Photo
called an craniotomy and discovered a trauma so severe as to
‘probably cause permanent brain damage should the press sec-
Tetary survive.

The wounded Secret Service agent was identified as Tim-
othy J. McCarthy, 32, who was shot in the back, with a bullet
also lodging in his lung.

The policeman was identified as Thomas K. Delahanty,
45, a 17-year veteran who, according to Washington Mayor
Marion Barry, was the first to tackle the assailant and was
shot in the neck. Both officers were in serious condition.

Reagan Jokes at Hospital

Ammngh he was bleeding, Mr. Reagan walked into
George Washington University Hospital on his own. First Lady
Nancy Reagan rushed to the hospital from the White House,
where Mr. Reagan joked with her, “Honey, I forgot to duck.”

Lyn Nofziger, Mr. Reagan’s chief political aide, quoted
the president as telling Senator Paul Laxalt (Rep., Nev.), Mr.
Reagan’s former campaign manager: “Don’t worry about me,
T'll make it.” When the president saw his top White House
aides at the hospital, he reportedly asked: “Who's minding the
store?”

The operating room was said to be the scene of a bit of
the partisan humor favored by the chief executive. Presiden-
tial aide Lyn Nofziger said that Mr. Reagan, eyeing the sur-
geons, said, “Please tell me you're Republicans.”

At this point, Mr. Reagan had apparently not been told of
the grave wounds to the three men who went down in the
spray of bullets aimed at him.

‘Two and a half hours after emerging from surgery, Rea-
gan joked with doctors in the recovery room, according to a
‘White House statement.

“Despite the tubes in his mouth, he [Mr. Reagan] gave
them a note that said, ‘All in all, I'd rather be in Philadel-
phia,™ the statement said.

Dr. Dennis S. O'Leary, head of internal medicine at
George Waslnngton University Hospital, said the president’s
prognosis was “excellent.”

—AP Wirephoto

Dr. O’Leary described Reagan as “clear of head” and said
he “should be able to make decisions by tomorrow, certainly.”

“We do not believe there is any permanent injury,” he
added.

Hours before Hinckley’s arraignment, the courthouse was
cleared, and security men stood guard outside as the suspec
came and went. He was in FBI custody, held without bail, but

(See PRESIDENT on Page 4A)



