peared at Lite Rock to sing on the Bamyard
Frolic af Robinson Auditorium, a couniry and
western radic program.

crowd and last year returned to the state for a
sellout concert at Pine Bluff, Even before he be-
came a rock star, Presley the truck driver ap-

he entered the Army and passed through Little
Rock (third from left); an older Elvis, still a rocker,
performed at Barton again in 1972 (right) to a sellout

‘n’ Roll Legend Who Started as Truck Driver, Dies at 42

Teen-aged Elvis fans (left) scream with delight
every time Presley moved at a 1956 concert at
Rebinsor: Auditorium (second from left); in 1958,

{Continued From Page 14.)

Elvis Presley, Rock

drugs being given for the medical
condition that was present. There
was no evidence of cocaine use.

Dr. Nichopoulos said Fm]ey
was “using medicine for his blood
pressure, several different Kinds,
and for the colon problem that be
had”

Presley, whose throaty bari-
tone, gyrating hips and blatant
sexvality redefined popular
music, had been fighting a weight
problem and various ailments for
several years.

Dr. Nichopoulos said Presley
was 10 leave Tuesday night on an
11-day teur to begin Wednesday
at Portland, Me.

Presley had been at Baptist
Hospital in April for treatment of
iatigue. He also had been hespi-
talized there earlier for eye trou-
ble and a colon condition. In the
past he was rumored to be suffer-
ing from various incurable dis-

Hundreds of persons gathered
at the hospital and at Graceland
after Presley’s death was an-
rounced.

Presley was once the object of
such adulation that teen-aged
girls screamed and fainted at the|
sight of bim. He was also de-
nounced for what was considered
sexuzily suggestive conduct on
stage. Preachers inveighed
against him in sermons, and per-

ents forbade their children to
watch him on television. In his
first television appearance on the
1 livan Show,” his aet,
which might be thought of as
tame by today's standards, was
considered by the broaccasters to
be so scandalous that the cameras
showed him only from the waist
up, scteening out his wiggling

=

ps.
Presley’s early hit songs are an
indelible part of the memories of
anyone Who grew up in the 50s.
“Hound Dog,” “Heartbreak
Hotel” and “Blue Suede Shoes”
were teen-zged anthems. Like
Frank Sinatrz in the decade be-
fore and the Beatles a decade
later, Presley was more than a
singer. He was a phenomenon.
esley was a show-business
legend before he was 25 years
old. At the age of 30 he was the
highest-paid performer in the his-
tory of the business. He made 28
films, virtually every one of them

was born. Maybe tml is why
Elvis is 50 dear 1o us.”

She often reminisced about ber
son’s early childbood.

“When Elvis was just a littie
fellow,” she said, “he would slide
off my lap in church, run down
the aisle and scramble up to the
platform. He would stand looking
at the choir and try to sing with
them. He was loo little Lo know
the words, but he could carry the
tune.”

The future musical star, with
his two parents, appeared as a
popular singing tric at camp
meetings, revivals and church
conventions. Elvis' father pur-
chased a guitar for the boy at a
cost of $12.95.

His mother recalled, “He liked
the guitar best of all his thin
He'd sit in front of the radio pick-
ing cut meladies, or play the pho-
nograph. trying to learn the songs
he heard."

The family moved to Memphis

when Elvis was 13. He attended
the L. C. Humes High School and
worked as an usher in a local
movie theater. After graduation,
he took a job at $35 & week driv-
ing a truck.
The fabulous Presley career

had its humble beginning in the |

summer of 1953. when Elvis
dropped into the office of the Sun
Record Company at Memphis and
paid $4 te cut a record. He took
the record home and played it
over and over again.

A year later he went back to
Sun and cut another record. but
this one was for the company
rather than for himself. It was re-
leased in the summer of 1954
under the title “That's All Right,
Mama" and drew some attention

gs. | but was not a big hit. Listeners

noted in the song a new quality —
a blend of hillbilly and rock 'n’
roll. His next recorded song
“Blue Moon of Kentucky.” did
better.

A shrewd song promoter named
Col. Thomas Parker was im-
pressed by the records. He took
over management of Presley and
toured him throughout rural
areas yrder the moricker “The
Hill Billy Cat.”

Presley’s big change of fortune
came in the fall of 1954 at the an-
nual convention of the Country
and Western Disc Jockeys Associ-
ation at Nashville, Tenn.

Steve Sholes. head of RCA Vie-
tor’s specialties division. heard
Presley’s records at this meeting
and thought he was 2 fulure star.

Sholes approached Sam Phil-
lips, chisf of Sun Records, who
had Presley vnder contract. He
offered him the then unbeard-of
sur of $35,000 for the masters of
all five of Presley’s records for
RCA-Victor.

‘What's more, he gave Presley a
bonus, which permitted the vouth
10 buy the first of a long string ef
Cadillacs. Victor broke all prece.

iYou"

dents by releasing the five re-
cords simultaneously and
history was made.

‘The long-siceburned youth, with
undulating lips, snake eyes, skin
tight pants, gyrating pelvis and
electric guitar made 2 particular
dent in tleen-aged cOnsciousness
with the tune. “Hearibreak
Hotel™

Some critics judge Presley ta
have been the most important
popular musical figure of the
third quarter of the ceatury. The
well-known musicologist Alan
Lomax, for instance, believes
Presley liberated American popu-
lar music from the European tra-
diticn.

From the years 1956 through
1958, the American Bandstand
poll ranked Presley the country's
most papular male singer.

He received 31 million apiece
for filming four successful mov-
ies. "Love Me Tender.” “Loving
“Jailhouse Rock™ and

“King Creole.” The pictures. com-Cadillacs — painted white. pink.
bined with his records, made his |blee, canary ye! i
name 2 household word. His house a
In 1958 Presley began a two- |Grecian palace he ercuas«i at
vear hitch in the United States |Bel Air. Cal.. creaked with pinball
A He served at Bad Nau-|machines. pool tables and juke-
, Germany, where he rose 10 | boxes.
the rank of sergeant. In 1967 he married Priscilla
records he had made be- | Ann Beauliew. an Army n!.tcers
fore his induction were judi- | daughter, and they had a Gaugh-
ciously released while be was|ter, Lisa. the following year. The
abroad. and his popularity siill|couple separated in 1972 they
was high on his return to civilian | were divorced in 1973,
life, Presley went inte Semirelire-
Then came 2 fresh spate of | ment during the late 1960s, with
maovies: “GI Blues.” *I'lue Ha-|400 million records and 31 films

waii, “Fun in Acapulco.” “Viva|to his credit.
Las Vegas" “Harum Scarum.”| When he made a brief reap-
‘Double Trouble.” “Clambake™ | pearance in the limelight in 1972,

and “Change of Habil." e found his fans still faithful.
When his movies started tofose| Dressed in a white and gold
audience appeal, Parker arranged | jumpsuit 2nd cepe, which had
for his protege to make special | been bestowed on him by a Las
TV appearances. | Vegas hotel, he per!omed to sea-
y was meantime becom- | sational applause at four sellout
ing richer and ncher. driving|concerts in Madison Square Gar-

about in a RollsRovee and five | den

frivolous pe ly vehicles, and
nearly all of them second-rate at
best, and they gre ns.

Presley was borm in a two-
room house at Tupelo, Miss., on
January 8, 1835, ooe of a pair of
;wins. 10 Gladys and Varnon Pres-
ey

His mother said, “We matched
their pames — Jesse Garon and
Elvis Aron. Jesse died when he

Road to Superstardom
Began Wiih Hitchhike
To Performance at LR

In the early 1930s, a young truck driver from Memphis

- used 1o hitchhike to Little Rock to play his guitar and sing on

. the “Barnyard Frolic." a country and western music show
staged on Saturday nights at Robinson Auditorium. They let
him perform “because of his persistence and determination to
get over here,” Oscar Alagood of Little Rock, who is now in-

. formation officer for the state Senate, recalled Tuesday.

H The young man was Elvis Presley.

o the show,

. Lyan's Ski

Alagood, who was then the
sales manager for radio station
KLRA, said that the show was
“sort of a poor man's version of
the Grand Ole Oprs.” KLRA
brozdcast it frem 8 to 10 p.m.,
but for zn hour after that musi-
ciars played for the people in the
Auditorium audience and
that’s when they let Presley

orm.

‘Nice, Polite’

Alagood recalled that Presley
was “a very nice guy and always
seemed real grateful to get on the
program. He was never pushy,

« just nice and polite. He never
* gaveusa bit of trouble.”

Presiey drove a truck then and
performed in his spare time. He
had performed on the “Louisiana
Hayride" at Shreveporl, La , be-
fore he started coming to Little
Rock. “He didn't have the gsra-
tions in those days, and he had
just a plain haircet” Alagood,
who heiped produce the show,

- said

However, A. C. Lynch of Little
Rock. who was a guitar player
and leader of a band that plased
remembers that
Presley did do some moving in
lhose cays, and that il was no-
ticed.

‘Doing Gyrations’

Limch, who is now president of
‘n° Scubs of Liitle
Rock, said Tueséay that Presley

w Littie Rock with some

tricg 1 remember about him is
that that was when he first
started dancing en siage, doing
EyTations or whatever you call it,
and he gn: a lot of attention with
in,” he said.

He said that Presley wasn't al-
ways paid, but that ence “we paid

- | The persona was eve

him 60 bucks to come over here,

which was a lot of money then.
He did a lot for the show.”

He said ke and other musk
didn't think “he was all that good
of a singer, but he had a ot of
personality on stage. He
how to sway the crowd.
just full of energy, very energetic.
He was out to go to the top, and
that's what he done.”

He said that Presley didn't per-
form on the show regulerly for
long — and it wasn't leng afier
that that he became famous
throughout the world

“We Want Elvis’

He returned to Little Rock
petform a concert May 15
at Robinson Auditori um before an
Auditerivm foll of screaming fans
who chanted “We want Ehvis”
until he appeared.

“Eivis Presley. his guitar and
his singing caused il all Jast night
— the biggest mub scene the Au-
itorium has ever witnessed.” the

e

cetle Teported

His last performance at Litte
Rock was av Barton Coliseum
April 17, 1672, before more than
10,000 fans, long after he had be-
come an established siar. Hun
dreds more who had come to see
him couldn’t get in The Ga-
setfes Bill Lewis wrote that
Presley sang his mos:
hits. i
mattered. Nobods
about the lgrics or the meiody
The
taccato shaking of that left leg,
arched away from the right ].u:e
an Indian scout’s. the wiid],
ing arms, the fluitering fingers,
the sensuous Father Earth pelvic
throsts, every gesture brought
squeals of delight bordering on
hysteria = just like in the old
days.”
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