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Qur Lastern Mail.
tained the last Eastern

2INant-hags
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veie lterally cram-

ued by the Post-Aas-
zhie portion of the
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mail destined for this et

son, "Tenn. in consequence of the Post HMaster at
ont place being unable to got th:z whole into the
maii-bags. The Official packets and leiters di-
rected to the Commanding and oter Ofiicers at
Port Smith, constituted a considerable portion of
the last mail, and were neariy sufficient of them-
selves to have filled one pair of mail-bags ; and
the frequent delays which are expesienced by the
Officess, in receiviag iustretions trom Washing-
ton, &c. no doubt often proceed from the above

canse.

Similar causes have several times prevent-
ed us from receiving whole mails diving the late
winter, and this mstanee, we think, ought to
be a strong inducement to the Pgst Master Gene-

ral to give us a weekly meil on this route,

s Ldi
spectable source at Arkansas, received by Sun-
day’s mail, contains the felloning 1mors, which

Rusons.—A4 letter to i oy, Trom a re-

we presume were put afloat there by two or three
Cherokee Chiefs, who have receatiy returned from
Washmgton City. The latter pait of it contains
very unwelcome news for a large and respectable

portion of cur fellow-citizens, and we “incerely
hoze that it may prove to be a remor culy :

* Rumor says that Maj. Braprorn [who has
recently resigned his commission in the Army]
fias been appointed Brigadier General of the Mi-
Titia ol this Territory-—suttler to the troops on Red
river—and is to-have the entive possession of Fort
Snuth,2ze. And farthermore, that Gov. MiLLER
fras recovered his health, and intends to return to
th¢ Territory. 'The Cherokecs bave obtained
from the government an alteration of their bound-
ary line, and, frora what Rogers says, they will
have the better part of Lovely’s Puarchase ; so that
Gov. Miller, it is supposed, misconstived the in-
structions from the Secretary of War, in relation
to the running of their boundary line.”

THE QUAPAW INDIANE.

Our village has been enlivened for some days
past, by the presence of all the Chiefs and most of
the men, of this Nation of Indians, amounting to
79 persons in all, who came here for the purpose
of receiving from the Acting Governor the An-
nuities due them for the twolast years. The sum
due the nation, amounting to §1,000, was paid to
the Chiefs yesterday morning, and was immedi-
ateiy distributed by them to the several families
belonging to the nation ; andin the evening, near-
1y the whole party started on their return to their
villages. During their stay here, they conducted
1 Ives in the most peaceable and orderly man-
ner toward our citizens, and toward each other.

The Quapaws were once a numerous and war-
like nation, but, like most other Indians, who im-
bibe the vices without the virtues of the whites,
they retain but a small remnant of their former
power, and now number only about 467 souls.
They are divided into three villages, each of which
is under an hereditary Chicf—are a remaikably
peaceable and quist race—profess the highest re-
spect and friendship for our government, for their
Great Father, the President of the United States,
and for the white people generally—and speak
with much pride of their never having shed the
tlood of a white man.

These Indians own a vast body of land, lying
on the south side of the Arkansas river, commenc-
ing immediately below this place, and extend-
ing to the Post of Arkansas, comprising several

millions of acres, a great portion of which is re-
presented to be first-rate cotton land.  One of the
first wishes of many of our citizens, and of hun-
dreds of others who have visited the Territory with
a view of emigrating to it, is for the purchase of
the Quapaw lands; and it was generally expected
that the Quapaws were ready to cede them, when
ever the government should be disposed to pur-
chase. It appears, however, that they are not yet
in a humor for parting with their lands. At the
Talk held with them yesterday morning, Mr, Crit-
tenden, Acting Governor, told them that he ex-
pected shortly toreceive instructions from the Pre-
sident to hold a treaty with them for the purchase
of their lands, and inquired whether they were wil-
iing 1o sell. At first they appeared disposed to
wave tpe subject, by giving evasive:answers to the
questions which were asked them. But on being
pressed for a reply, they finally stated, in substance,
that they were not prepared to give a decisive an-
swer at this time—for the present they would an-
swer mo—and intimated a wish that the subject
should remain for a future negotiation, wien the
propozal shall be made by authority of the govern-
meat.  Aund so the matter rests at present.

%2 Csages—We learn from an iatelligent
young man, who passed this place last week, di-
rect from the Osage Natioxn, that three of the
pringipal persons engaged in the murderof Maj.
Welosrn and party, had been sent to Mr. Cho-

ing house, for the purpose of belia s

Choteaw’s boat to be given upto Col.
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twice demandzd then survender.  Unfortunately,
nowever, they did not anive until one ortwo ¢
after the boat had started, and they have since re-
turned to the nation.  Qur informant «ates, that
the Osages are greatly alarmed at the removal of
the U. S. troeps to the mouth of the Verdigris,
which is within 50 miles of their village, and ex-
presses a decided belief, that ail the murderers will
eventually be given up, without a farther effusion
of blood.

The Cherolees—The person who gave us the

.

above information, also stated, thatit was currently
reported in Crawford county, that some Greck
Indians, who baveintermarried with the Cherckees,
had recently murdered a white man by the name
of Hart. Tt is said, that they had stolen some
horses from him, and on his demanding them,
they took himinto the woods, under pretence of
hunting the horses, and there murdered him.

We also understand from the same source, that
great numbers of the Cherokees are removing
iwes? of the line intended for their western bounda-
ich was run last winter by Capt. Shattuck.
itis said that more than 100 families have ré-
moved since the running of the line.

Y, v

Shawnees, Delawares, §c.—We are highly
gratified to learn from Batesville, that the latest
accounts {rom the Indians on White river, above
that place, represent them as perfecily peéceable
and well-disposed, and that they manifest no dis-
position to wwolest the whites. This is the more
gratifying, as we stated only a shoit time ago,
tinat those Indians were assuming quite a hostile
attitude, and that an auack was apprehended
from them.

Manreren—At Arkansas, on the 28th ult. by
Eli J. Lewis, Esq. Mr. vilbert Berdu, to Miss
Mary Goceauz, both of Arkansas county.

Diep—At Arkansas, on the 21st ult. Mrs. Ja-
ry Lewis, wife of Eii J. Lewis, Esq.

CoxcressioNaL.—Our Congress dates are
breught down to the 25th of Apu, at which time
the Tariff bil was still under discussion. The
limits of our paper will only allow us at present to
give the tollowing summary, which comprises the
subjects before Congress that relate to the con-
cerns of this teniitory :

Scxare.  Jarch 18.~Mr. Plumer, from the
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill con-
firming ceitain acts of James Miller, Governor of
the Tenitory of Arkansas, and for other purpos-
es;” which was twice read and cominitted.

March 15.~Mr. H. Johnson, of Lou. in pursu-
ance of notice given on Friday last, asked leave to
introduce a bill * 10 provide for the appointment
of one Surveyor General of the Lands of the U.
States for the state of Louisiana, and one Survey-
or General for the state of Mississippi.” Leave
was accordingly granted ; the bill was read, and
passed to a second reading.

March 18.~DNMr, Benton, from the Cominittee
on Indian Affairs, reported a bill “ (o enable the
President to cairy into eftect the Treaty made at
Ghent, the 24th of D ber, 1814, excluding
foreigners from trade and intercourse with Indian
tribes within the limits of said United States, and’
to preserve the fur trade within the limits of the
United States, to American citizens;” which was

read, and passed to a second reading, and the doc- |

uments were ordered to be printed.

[The bill appropriates the sum of $10,000 to de-
fray the expenses of making treaties of trade and
friendship with the Indian tribes beyond the Mis-
sissippi—authorizes the appointment of suitable’
Commissioners, for the purpose ; and the appeint-
ment, also, of two Sub Agents, to be employed
among the tribes on the waters of the Upper Mis-
souri, with a compensation of $800 each, per an-
num—authorizes the sub-agents to designate con-
venient and suitable places for carrying on the
trade ; and appropriates the sum of $13,100 o en-
able the President 1o cause a competent military
force to be transported to, and stationed at, suchi
point on the Upper Bissouri, as he shall deem
best calculated do effect the object of the bill.]

March 22.—Mr. Benton, from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the me-
morial of the Legislature of the Territory of Ar-
kansas, relative to the extension of the Western
Boundary of that Territory, reported a bill to fix
the Western Boundary.

March 24.—Mr. Barton. from the committee on
public lands, reported a bill to establish a Survey-
or General’s office in the Territory of Arkansas.

House oF REPRESENTATIVES.

The following resolution was submitted to the
House of Representatives on the 28th Feb. by
Mr. Sanford, of Tennessee :

© Resolved, That the Comnmittee on the Public
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency
of bringing ina bill to provide, by law, for all set-
tlers on the public lands of the United States, or
where they have made any improvements thereon,
and the saie of the public land where improve-
nments have been made as aforesaid, should take
place after the first day of March in any year
thereafier, the occupant shall have the right of
holding his improvement for one year, or until the
first of March next after the sale of said land.

On the question to agree to this resolution, it
was determined in the negative. So the resolution
was rejected.

March 15.—On motion of Mr. Jennings, it was

Resolved, "That the Committee on Roads and
Canals be'instructed to inquire into the expedieri-
cy of aiding tire State of Indiana to open a Canal
at the Falls of Ohio, in conformily to an act of the
General Assembly of said state, approved Janua-
ry S1, 1824,

Marck 17.—3r, Rankin, from the Committee
on Public Lands, reported a bill “granting to the
counties of each state and territory of the United
States, in which the public lands are situated, the
right of pre-emption to quarter sections of land, for
seats of justice within the same;” which was twice
read, and committed.

Mr. Rankin, from the same committee, repoit-
cd a bill “changing tie mode of surveying the
public lands on any river, lake, bayou, or water
course, in the state of Mi pi, and territsry of
Arkanzas 3 which was twice read and cemmi

March 18.—Mr, Owen
resolution =

“ Resolved, That, the € ‘ez on the Pub-
lic Lands be instructed to inguire into the expedi-
ency of making provision, by law, to secure to all
persons who have planted on public lands, the pri-
vilege of gathering the crops, when the lands shail
be sold by the government while such ciops are
standing.”  [Agrced lo—ayces 63, noes 6L.]

March 19.—Mr. Scott, from the committee to
whom was referred the bill from the Senate, * for
the final adjustment of land claims in the State
of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, desived
from the governments of France and Spain,” re-
ported the same with amendments, and it was re-
ferred to a Commiittee of the Whole.
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From the Port-Gibson Correspondeit.

Col Wm Ward.—The last Arkansas
Gazettecontainsachargeby Robt. C. Oden
KEsys of that territory, against Col. Wil
Jianr Ward, one of our most valuable
and highly esteemed citizens, This Mr.
(den is an emigrant from Franklin coun-
ty, Kentucky, is about twenty~five or
twenty seven ycars of age, and has,
during a residence of three or four years
in that territory, by a correet and prawe-
porthy discharge of his duties, acquired
the confidence of bis fellow-citizens, and
justly receives from the Editor of the
Arkansas Gazette the appellation of ¢+ a
gentleman of respectability.”  Col, Wil
iiam Ward is—(however, it ] becomes
me, a young man, and but five years a
restdent, to say to the people of the state
of M ssizsippt what kind of a man Col.
Ward is)—sulflice it to say, that so far as
his secluded situation, and the arduous
duties devolving upon Lim, as an ageat
for the Choctaws, permitted him to be
known to his fellow citizens, lie holds the
exalted rank of + an honest man.”> He
is charged with baving corruptly sap
pressed a commisston directed to Gen-
eral Hinds, of Mississippi, committed to
his charge by the YWar Department.

1 have never heard or seen any thing
upon this subject but what I gather from
the paper before me, the editor of which
tenders his columns to the accused, for
lus. vindication. My object in these re-
warks is to suggest, that perhaps Mr.
Oden, 2t this moment, regrets that, ac.
tuated by feelings of disappointment at
failing in the patriotic and laborious en
terprize in which he was engaged, a8
well as by an impetuosity incident to his
years, he has charged a faithful and
tried officer, upun hearsay testimony, of
an offence which, without refutation,
must prostrate him to the nadir of public
cstimation. I have a farther object in
view—} invite Cel. Ward to make use
of my columns, if he should need them.

Florenee. Alabama, March 25.
The-river had fallen about two feet
when the last rains began to fall, it is now
considerably higher than it was at any
time during the late rise. We haye never:
hefore witnessed here such a wide spread
sheet of water ; the low grounds must be
almost every where along the river under
water : we fear much injury will be sus-
tained by the washing off of fences, im-
provements and also of stock. T'he con-
tinued .rains have operated very injuri-
ously to the planters—the whole farming

basiness bas been suspended.  [Gaz,

Huntsville, March 26.
The rain which commenced on the
morning of the 12th inst. has cont:nued
with but one intermission of three days
(17th. 48th and 19th inst ) np to the pre-
sent time. The Tennessee River ia said
to have risen higher than the oldest in-
‘habitants have ever before seenit. The
country is literally inundated with water,

and alltravelling suspended.  [Repub.

Washington City, March 15.
New. Fork: —On Wednesday lasty in
the Sepate of the State of New-York, th:
hill, which had previously passed the
House of Representatives, for changing
the made of electing Electors of Presi
dent and Vice President of the United
States, was postponed until the first
RMonday in November next, (equivalent
to a rejection.) by a vote of 1% to 17,
The electinn of Electors remains, there.
fore, with the Legistature, whera it has
aiways resided, [Nai. Intel.
Aleaico.—By late accounts {rom Mex-
ico. we learn that there has heen recently
a tumult there, commenced by Gen. Lo-
gATo. with a view fo indnce the Con-
gress to change the Rl:nistry, amd put
the Europeans out of oflice.  He, having
found Lis error, submitted ; but others
refused fo succumb, and twenty two
nfficers of the army were apprehended.
tried, and condemned fo death, but par-
doned the nexfday. [ib.
March 18.—~The: Board of Commis-
cioners ender the avticle of the Treaty of
Ghent cancerning deported slaves, &e.
reasgembled in this city an Tuesday—
aff the membirrs being present, and pe-!
sumed the buginess before them.  [ib. i

An alarming mutiny broke cut at the
i

2tats Prison in Bost~n on Friday morn
ing last, which was forianately queited

wiibant {ie loss of
teder fur @ nhife By the prade
e, anid ceurage, of the keeper, uutid
twmely arrival of & detachment of
ed by RMajor Wain-
wright, pet sn end to it. The number
of felons v Yo were at the duein prison,
and mostiy eagaged in the roveir, wag
two hundred znd eighty-eight. “Zhe
three ring leaders were then seizod,
punished on the spot, in the presence ob
all the convicts.

Militery Academy —From a document
recently leid before the House of Repre.
sentatives by the Secretary of War. it
appears, that the .number of Cadefs ad-
mitted into the Instifution during (he
year 1823, was 97 5 the number who cor-
pleted tire regular course of study and in-
straction within that year, $5—all of
whom received commissicns in the army 3
and that the whole nember discharged,
or permitted to depart, within that year,
was 53. he number of Cadets at pre-
seat at the Institution, is 234,

The trial of John Johnson, for tho
murder of Jemes Jurray, in November
last, clogsed at New-York on Wednesday
moraing, between sae and two o'clack,
Yerdict, that the prisoner at the bar, Joln
Johuson, was Gornry! Qur readers wiil
recollect this atrocious *erime, and the
mystery which for somo days hung vter
it.  The tral naturally excited greatin-
terest—tLe Court Room, and passage o
it, having been crowded with spectators
from the commencement.

[The prisoner was sentenced by the
Court, to be execuied on the second Fri
day of April.]

STEAM BOAT CONTROVERSY.

The interest excited (says the Wash.
ington Republican.) by the decision of
the Supreme Courts in the Steam Boat
controversy, bas induced vs to give the
fullowing brief and imperfect view of tie
Opicion delivercd, to gratify our reade

In delivering the apnion of the Court
in the case of Gibbon vs. Qgden, the Chicf
Justice went 1nto a minate and elaborato
discussion of the points taken in the ar-
gument. He considered that the cir
cumstances of the cage were preulinr.—
The Legislatare of New-York had pa
ed not merely one act but several—they
had been sanctioned by the ceuncd of
‘Revision—they had been supported «s
within the constituiion by the Suprewe
Court—Chancellor—and by the Court
of appeals, and no ¢ribunai could ap-
areach a question which had already
been decided by such authorities. with-
out diflidence and reiuctance. [t was,
however, the duty of the Court to meef.
and decide the point according to the
Yest of its mteiligence, and [rom that du-
ty it couid not, 2nd would not shrink.

T'he learned Judge went inlo an exem=~
ination of the clauses of the constitution
giving to Congress authority to regulate
commeice. He showed that, according
to the ordinary acceptation of the term.
zand the construction uniformiy plac
upon it, coenmerce embraced navigation
—and that Congress therefore, had a
right-to regulate navigation with foreign
nations, and among the several states.
That there wore many regulations cleariy
within the authority of the individuat
stated, wihich had been considered as ¢f-
fecting commerce, and which unquestion-
ably did so, but which were matters of
police;—such were health laws—quaran-
tine regatations—the laws relating to fer-
ries and many others. But that the reg-
ulation of commerce, as such, was exclu-
sively within the power of Congress ;—
that it could not be a concurreat powes
residing both in the federal and state
governments, but from the very nature of
the power it must reside exclusively in
the former.

He then proceeged to examins the pro.
visions o! the act of Congress, in velation
to the coasting trade, and showed that
the provisious of that act recognized and
confirmed the right of the citizens ol oue
-state to carry on navigation and com
weree withanotherstate. Fhatihe jicensa
mentioned in that act was in realiiy a
license, and gave authonty t2 e vessed
carrying it to enter the ports speciiied ia
it 5 or, if general, to enter the waters and
poris of the United States withant resiig .
tion., ‘I'hat there was no direct or inddis
pect exclnsion of wesscls navigated by
steam from the operattan of that act, bat
that such vessels were clearly enbitied Lo
the Lenefit of its provis

‘The conclusion. therrfores fo which the
court had avrived was, thal the appeilant
fiad a right, under the coasung w & o
procecd, without molestatinn on tha vy -
age i the prosecntion of which he Wes
engaged, and that tie acts ol N
under which the
wepe tnconstitng
of the court w
fram. was thery
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