


  

 
February 21, 2011 

 
Arkansas Senate  
Arkansas House of Delegates  
 
Dear Legislator,  
 
With the Arkansas legislative session in full swing, calls for tax increases are rising.  I urge you to 
reject any and all tax increases that are presented to you.  Raising taxes at this time would 
only prolong the current downturn and serve as an impediment to economic recovery.         
 
Specifically, I write to you with two particular concerns: one being a bill to raise taxes legislatively 
and another to refer a sales tax hike to the ballot, both of which would be a violation of the 
Taxpayer Protection Pledge, a commitment that many legislators have made to “oppose and vote 
against any and all efforts to increase taxes.”  According to the 2010 Cost of Government Day 
Report, it takes the average Arkansan 222 days to pay for his/her share of government spending 
and regulation; increasing the tax burden and spending more would only make the situation 
worse.  ATR calls on Arkansas lawmakers to reject the following proposals to raise taxes or aid in 
raising taxes: 
 

• House Joint Resolution 1001, sponsored by Representative Jonathan Barnett:  This bill 
is currently a shell bill; but according to an Associated Press report, will most likely be 
an attempt to put a half cent sales tax increase on the ballot.  If passed, this would cost 
the taxpayers approximately $200 million annually.  

 
• Speaker Robert Moore plans to introduce a bill this week to raise taxes for 

transportation purposes.  The complete contents of this proposal have not been made 
public yet, but unless offsetting cuts are included; this bill will be scored as a tax increase 
and a violation of the Taxpayer Protection Pledge.  If transportation is the priority in 
Arkansas, then monies should be appropriated from other projects that are not as 
important.            

 
Please join the families of Arkansas who are working to find ways to make due with less.  As they 
are finding ways to cut their budgets, I urge you to find ways to cut Arkansas’ budget and bring 
expenditures in line with revenues.  It’s time for the state to live within its means, just as families 
across the state do every day. If you have any questions, please contact Nathan Pick, state affairs 
manager, at 202.785.0266.    
 
Onward,  

 
Grover Norquist 
 


