






Governor to get honorary degree
at UA commencement on Dec. 20
Gov. Mike Beebe  will receive an honorary degree from the 

University of Arkansas at Fayetteville at the school’s Dec. 20 

commencement ceremony, the UA announced Monday. 

Beebe, a graduate of the UA School of Law, will receive an 

Honorary Doctor of Laws. Michael Duke, former Walmart 

president and chief executive officer, will receive an hon-

orary Doctor of Engineering. Andrew Hamilton, University 

of Oxford vice chancellor who oversees the school’s yearly 

commemoration of former U.S. Sen. J. William Fulbright, will 

receive an honorary Doctor of Arts and Sciences. Fulbright 

studied at Oxford.  —  Northwest Arkansas  Times

Community Christmas Card drive
benefiting local schools underway
The 2014 Community Christmas Card campaign spon-

sored by NWA Media is underway. Donations help students 

in Benton, Madison and Washington counties in Arkan-

sas and in McDonald County, Mo. Donors can designate 

which school district receives their money. Tax-deductible 

donations may be taken to any NWA Media office, includ-

ing daily and weekly publications, until 5 p.m. Dec. 22. The 

names of individuals donating $2 or more will be printed 

in a full-page Christmas card Dec. 25 in the daily papers 

and the week of Dec. 22 in the weekly papers. Donations 

after Wednesday will appear 

in the daily newspapers only. 

Donations also can be mailed 

to: Northwest Arkansas 

Newspapers, c/o Community 

Christmas Card, P.O. Box 1607, 

Fayetteville, AR 72702. Checks 

should be made to United Way NWA/Community Christmas 

Card. Online donations are accepted at nwaonline.com/

christmascard.  —  Northwest Arkansas Media

ROGERS — History is well 
preserved in Rogers, with three 
museums downtown that help 
bring more people to the historic 
area of the city.

Two of the museums, the 
Rogers Historical Museum, 322 
S. Second St., and the Rogers 
Fire Department Museum, 210 
N. First St., are owned by the 
city. The Daisy Airgun Museum, 

202 S. Second St., is a nonprofit 
organization, which is operated in 
connection with Daisy Outdoor 
Products.

“We do have informal 
discussions concerning how to 
attract more people to the local 
museums, but we’ve never all 
gotten together to formulate a 
plan,” said John Burroughs, Rogers 
Historical Museum director. 
“We’ve been very involved with 
Main Street Rogers over the 
years. We try to think about the 
downtown community, not just 

the museums.”
Gateway Planning was hired 

by city officials to develop a 
revitalization and economic 
plan for downtown. The plan is 
scheduled to be released early next 
year, said Scott Polikov, Gateway 
president.

“We’re as anxious as anyone else 
to see the final plan, and how we 
can be a part of the revitalization 
program,” Burroughs said.

The museum staff is in 
the process of working on an 
expansion that will more than 

double the display area.
“If we had the public and 

private money to expand today, 
and have the expansion built next 
week, I think we would be a big 
contributor to the revitalization 
plan. Unfortunately, we are still a 
few years away from building the 
expansion,” he said.

The estimated cost of the 
expansion is between $7 million 
and $8 million.

Tom Jenkins, Rogers fire chief, 

Museums’ alliance
aims to lure guests
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It’s a wrap
This week in headlines

Secret Santa Children ‘adopt’ seniors
for Christmas gifts, visits

ROGERS — Santa’s workshop 
was in full swing at Frisco Station 
Mall on Monday as children 
wrapped gifts and bundled them 
together for delivery to local 
seniors.

Some 330 seniors will get a 
surprise delivery this year, said 
Kristine Stanley, co-owner of 
Home Instead Senior Care of 
Northwest Arkansas. It’s the 11th 
year for the franchise to oversee the 
“Be a Santa to a Senior” program.

“This is the biggest year ever,” 
Stanley said.

Last year, 185 senior names 
were submitted to the wish list. 
The number of submissions 
depends on the nominating 
organizations, she said. Seniors 
don’t submit their own names — 
deliveries are a surprise. Senior 
names were submitted from 
independent living complexes and 
senior programs across Benton 

and Washington counties, from 
Rogers, Prairie Grove, Siloam 
Springs, Gravette, Pea Ridge, 
Fayetteville and Farmington.

Suggested gifts included 
slippers, robes, scarves, lap 
blankets, towels — things that 
were practical, but unlikely for 
seniors to buy themselves, Stanley 
said.

The gift is only part of the fun, 
organizers said. Delivery is equally 
important.

“I’ve had them get tears in their 
eyes. It’s like a child opening up 
that gift on Christmas morning,” 
Stanley said.

Rebecca Pullen, a volunteer, 
started her deliveries Monday 
afternoon.

“The joy on their faces just 
made my whole day,” Pullen said.

Seniors are lonely, Pullen said.
She brings cookies and 

sometimes her grandson comes 
along. This year she will deliver 
about 20 packages.

NWA Media/J.T. WAMPLER

Volunteers Anna Connolley (left) of Garfield and Lindi 
Blevins of Lowell wrap gifts for seniors through “Be a Santa 
to a Senior” Home Instead Senior Care on Monday at the 
Frisco Mall in Rogers. The annual holiday tradition is in its 
11th year.
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Jenny Anderson, an administrative assistant at the Rogers Fire Department, looks at some of the items at the Rogers Fire 
Department museum in the main fire station at 201 N. First St. in Rogers on Dec. 4. The museum is one of three working 
together to attract tourists to downtown. 
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